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Abstract. Interest in the Arctic zone has increased significantly in recent years. Russia, due to its geography 
and history, is an active, interested and direct subject involved in all the socio-economic processes taking 
place here. However, despite the significant efforts of the state, there are still certain difficulties in solving 
a number of social problems, which may hinder the development of the Arctic regions. In many respects, 
the successful solution of such problems depends on the cooperation of state institutions and the non-
profit sector. The purpose of the study is to assess the impact of state financial support for socially oriented 
non-profit organizations (NPOs) on the sustainable development of the Russian Arctic. The main objective 
of the study is to analyze the impact of financial support for SONPOs in the Arctic zone of the Russian Fed-
eration on the sustainable development of the Arctic regions. The researchers put forward a hypothesis 
that financial support for the non-profit sector is an important driver of sustainable development of the 
Arctic regions of Russia. The main results of the study are the analysis of state financial support for NPOs in 
the Arctic region, as well as the author’s classification of the goals of NPOs and the UN Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals. The study presents the results of the all-Russian survey on the activities of SONPOs. 
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Introduction 

The Arctic is a unique region spanning the boundaries of Eurasia and North America. Its 

significant role in shaping the global climate and its rich natural resources make this region attrac-

tive, although this is only part of its economic potential. The importance of the Arctic for the Rus-
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sian Federation is confirmed by the adoption of two strategic documents on the development of 

the Russian Arctic in 2020 (Decree of the President of the Russian Federation of 26.10.2020 No. 

645 “On the Strategy for Developing the Russian Arctic Zone and Ensuring National Security until 

2035” and Decree of the President of the Russian Federation of 05.03.2020 No. 164 “On the Fun-

damentals of the State Policy of the Russian Federation in the Arctic for the Period until 2035”), 

which made it possible to determine the priorities for the consistent implementation of certain 

areas of state policy aimed at addressing the economic and social indicators recorded in the pro-

gram documents. “The main emphasis in their implementation is placed on government structures 

and business, but the solution of part of the strategic long-term tasks (or subtasks) could be taken 

on by the third sector — non-profit organizations” [1, Volkov O.V., pp. 84-91]. At the same time, 

the Arctic regions traditionally face many problems: harsh climatic conditions, underdeveloped 

infrastructure, lack of qualified personnel, etc. The non-profit sector, which has always been a reli-

able partner of the state in the implementation of socially significant initiatives and projects, could 

play a significant role in solving some of them. 

 

Fig. 1. Dynamics of the number of SONPOs 
1
.  

However, the activities of non-profit organizations are largely determined by the position 

of the state, supported and stimulated by it. As shown by the results of the all-Russian survey con-

                                                 
1
 Compiled by the authors on the basis of the results of the sociological survey conducted. 

73.80% 

37.43% 

22.46% 14.97% 

16.58% 

24.60% 

34.22% 

20.86% 

12.30% 3.21% 

Financial support, grants, subsidies

Gratuitous use of premises for events, lease of municipal property on preferential terms

Advisory and methodological support

Organization of communication platforms of online formats for the exchange of experience between the regions of
Russia
Organization of communicative platforms for interaction with large businesses to create joint products and projects

Systematic training of employees of the organization (participation in training seminars, trainings, courses)

Provision of tax benefits

State order for the supply of goods, performance of work, provision of services

Unified information resource for SO NPOs on grant competitions other

Organization of communicative platforms for interaction with large businesses to create joint products and projects



 

Arctic and North. 2025. No. 59 

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
Ilya A. Bugakov, Yuliya V. Zvorykina, Olga M. Pisareva, Mikhail B. Polyakov 

25 

ducted in NovemberDecember 2023 by a team of authors from the State University of Manage-

ment, the most popular support measures from non-profit organizations are: financial, property, 

information, advisory and methodological (Fig. 1) [2, Polyakov M.B.]. 

In this regard, the purpose of the study is to assess the impact of financial support for so-

cially oriented non-profit organizations (hereinafter referred to as SONPO) from the state on the 

sustainable development of the Arctic. The main objective of the study is to directly analyze the 

impact of financial support for SONPO in the Arctic zone of the Russian Federation on the sustain-

able development of the Arctic regions. 

The researchers put forward a hypothesis that financial support for the non-profit sector is 

an important driver of sustainable development in the Arctic regions of Russia. The object of the 

study is the non-profit sector of the regions of the Arctic zone of the Russian Federation.  

The degree of development of the scientific problem under consideration is determined by 

the fact that more and more works by Russian and foreign authors are devoted to the study of 

non-profit organizations, the specifics of their activities, the role and directions in the develop-

ment of the third sector of the economy. Among domestic researchers, the following authors can 

be distinguished: Volkova G.G., Dvoryadkina E.B., Krasnopolskaya I.I., Kulkova V.Yu., Polyakov 

M.B., Salyakhova E.M., Taradanov A.A., Chernyshov A.N. and others. The problems of sustainable 

development of the Arctic were studied by such Russian authors as Pilyasov A.N. and Kotov A.V., 

who devoted their research to forecasting the development of the Arctic territories of Russia at 

the zonal, regional and municipal levels on the basis of the concept of technical and economic dy-

namics [3, pp. 369–394], Zamyatina N.Yu. and Pilyasov A.N., who developed a system of basic pro-

jects aimed at solving the main modern problems of socio-economic development of the Arctic at 

the “grassroots level” — problems of life support of remote settlements, energy and food security, 

everyday life of people in the Arctic [4], Pitukhina M.A. and Belykh A.D., who conducted a com-

prehensive analysis of 18 Arctic single-industry towns and villages of Russia [5, pp. 189–200], Ka-

zanin A.G., who noted in his work that the main factor of sustainable development of the Arctic is 

human capital and the efficiency of its use [6, pp. 44–57], Zvorykina Yu.V., pointing out that it is 

necessary to focus specifically on environmental projects and measures to preserve the climate of 

this region [7, pp. 133–146], as well as a team of authors consisting of Romasheva N.V., Babenko 

M.A. and Nikolaychuk L.A., who conducted a study on the sustainable development of the Arctic 

as a factor in the introduction of innovations into the production process, reducing the risks of 

ecosystem disruption [8, pp. 78–87].  

A significant number of scientific studies abroad are devoted to the NPO activities as a sub-

ject of sustainable development of individual territories. Among the most significant, the authors 

identified the following. Harinder Rai Singh and Sarina Abdul Rahman studied the approaches of 

non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to environmental education in the field of biodiversity 

conservation [9, pp. 144–152]. Hwangbo Park, Hanbyul Lee, and Hye Seung Cho studied the expe-

rience of NPO implementation of educational projects and their participation in the development 
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of education [10, pp. 31–41]. In their article, Yi Lu, Yuhan Wang, and Liu Yue Zhang emphasize the 

contribution of NPOs to providing assistance after natural disasters in China [11, p. 89]. Eun Sung 

Park and D.K. Yoon examined the role of NPOs in the fight against natural disasters and in public 

administration in South Korea and Japan [12, p. 69]. Julia Morgan conducted a study on the impact 

of NPO services on youth in sub-Saharan Africa [13, pp. 175–182]. Kazuhiro Harada, Muhammad 

Habib, Yumi Sakata, and Ahmad Maryudi noted in their studies the specifics of sustainable 

maintenance of traditional forests in indigenous communities in Indonesia [14, p. 72]. Chen Jia-

nan assessed the contribution of environmental NPOs to environmental education in the People’s 

Republic of China [15, pp. 901–906]. Ghassan Elkahlout, Sansom Milton, Taha Yaseen, and Elham 

Raweh conducted a study on the high impact of NPOs in providing humanitarian aid to residents of 

Yemen during periods of armed conflict [16, p. 75]. French scholars Benita Pursch, Alexandra Tate, 

Helena Legido-Quigley, and Natasha Howard conducted a qualitative study of NGO support for 

migrants affected by structural violence in northern France [17, p. 248]. Divya Gupta, 

Sharachchandra Lele, and Gitanjoy Sahu emphasized the significant contribution of non-profit or-

ganizations to decentralized forest management in India [18, p. 111]. K. Foo studied the role of 

non-governmental organizations in urban environmental management [19, pp. 67–72]. Daniel Jor-

dan Smith conducted a study of the impact of non-profit organizations on the fight against corrup-

tion and AIDS in Nigeria [20, pp. 475–480]. Gerhardt Kornatowski analyzed the impact of NPOs in 

Hong Kong on ensuring the well-being of the homeless [21, pp. 155–164].  

The scientific novelty of the research includes the author’s classification of the compliance 

of the sustainable development goals established by the United Nations, as well as the provisions 

of Russian legislation on the types of activities of socially oriented non-profit organizations and 

grant areas of competitions of federal and regional state funds aimed at financial support of the 

activities of SONPOs.  

Materials and methods 

The research is interdisciplinary in nature, including general scientific methods (data analy-

sis and systematization of information, methods of statistical analysis), as well as quantitative 

methods of processing expert data and the results of sociological surveys (questionnaires). The 

information basis of the study is data from the Ministry of Justice of Russia, the Ministry of Eco-

nomic Development, Rosstat, regional executive authorities and statistical indicators of funds 

providing financial support to the non-profit sector within the framework of competitive programs 

in the Arctic regions. In addition, for the purposes of the study, within the framework of a scien-

tific grant for young scientists to carry out research work “State policy in the field of support and 

development of socially oriented non-profit organizations”, sociological surveys were conducted 

on the issues of the activities of the non-profit sector and its state support (an all-Russian survey 

of 1,600 respondents, as well as a survey of 187 respondents — managers and employees of so-

cially oriented non-profit organizations) [2, Polyakov M.B.]. The results of the conducted study can 
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serve as a basis for the formation of a methodological framework for supporting the implementa-

tion of state policy in the field of support and development of the non-profit sector to achieve the 

goals of sustainable development of the Arctic territories of the Russian Federation. 

Research results and discussion 

In order to assess the impact of the non-profit sector on the socio-economic development 

of individual territories, it is necessary to consider the general static indicators of a given region. 

The dynamics of the number of the non-profit sector in Russia, as well as the number of 

socially oriented non-profit organizations in the Arctic regions, presented in Fig. 2, allows identify-

ing the heterogeneity in the development of the third sector in different regions of the Arctic zone 

of Russia. The Krasnoyarsk Krai, the Chukotka Autonomous Okrug and the Yamalo-Nenets Auton-

omous Okrug are the most active in terms of the number of registrations of new SONPOs in the 

Arctic. In the period from 2015 to 2022, these regions demonstrated positive dynamics, increasing 

the number of non-profit organizations by 29%, 329% and 184%, respectively. Negative growth 

rates of the number of SONPOs in the specified period were recorded in the Arkhangelsk Oblast (-

15.8%), the Murmansk Oblast (-33%), the Republic of Karelia (-16%) and the Komi Republic (-20%). 

 

Fig. 2. Dynamics of the number of SONPOs
 2

. 

It should be especially emphasized that the dynamics of changes in the number of SONPOs 

in individual regions can only serve as an indirect indicator of the development of the non-profit 

sector in a particular territory, since the Ministry of Justice of Russia and Rosstat record only the 

fact of state registration of a legal entity, and not the real socially significant activities of NPOs. 

                                                 
2
 Compiled by the authors on the basis of Rosstat data: Total number of socially oriented non-profit organizations by 

constituent entities of the Russian Federation in 2012–2022 URL: https://clck.ru/38sV68 (accessed 12 February 2024). 
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One of the more indicative criteria for the activity of non-profit organizations is their partici-

pation in grant competitions held by federal and regional funds to support SONPOs. Fig. 3 presents 

an analysis of the most popular thematic areas of grant competitions of the Presidential Grants 

Fund according to applications submitted in 2023 from NPOs-residents of the Arctic regions. The 

presented data allow drawing conclusions about the areas in which the majority of non-profit or-

ganizations apply for grant competitions in each individual territory.  

 

Fig. 3. Number of applications submitted for financial support for SONPOs, 2023 
3
. 

The statistical data in Fig. 3 show the most popular areas of social initiatives of NPOs, pri-

marily the protection of public health and the promotion of a healthy lifestyle (a total of 369 pro-

jects or 21.7% of the total number of applications). Projects in the field of science, education and 

enlightenment (245 projects or 14.4%) and the preservation of historical memory (243 projects or 

14.3%) are the second and third most popular areas for financial support for NPOs. These three 

categories account for 50.4% of the total number of applications for grant competitions. 

The analysis of the number of applications submitted by individual regions can be consid-

ered as reference information for making management decisions on supporting SONPOs in indi-

vidual territories, and not as analytical information aimed at comparing the activity of the non-

profit sector in different subjects of Russia. This conclusion is based on the thesis about the heter-

ogeneity of the socio-economic development of the Arctic regions. For example, the Chukotka Au-

tonomous Okrug and the Nenets Autonomous Okrug are the least active in terms of the number 

of applications submitted by NPOs compared to other subjects of Russia, which is explained by the 

small number of NPOs operating in these territories. In addition, it should be noted that, for ex-

ample, the indicators of Krasnoyarsk Krai, one of the largest Russian regions, do not reflect the pic-

ture of the activity of the non-profit sector, since the region is only partially included in the Arctic 

                                                 
3
 Compiled by the authors on the basis of the analysis of applications of the Presidential Grants Fund competition: 

Official Internet portal of the Presidential Grants Fund competition for socially oriented non-profit organizations. URL: 
https://президентскиегранты.рф/ (accessed 12 February 2024). 

228 

369 

202 

131 

245 

243 

27 

101 

53 

8 

94 

0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350 400

Social services, social support and protection of citizens

Protecting the health of citizens, promoting a healthy lifestyle

Support for family, motherhood, fatherhood and childhood

Support for youth projects

Support for projects in the field of science, education, enlightenment

Preservation of historical memory

Protection of human and civil rights and freedoms, including the protection…

Environmental protection and animal protection

Strengthening interethnic and interreligious harmony

Development of public diplomacy and support for compatriots

Development of civil society institutions



 

Arctic and North. 2025. No. 59 

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
Ilya A. Bugakov, Yuliya V. Zvorykina, Olga M. Pisareva, Mikhail B. Polyakov 

29 

zone due to its length. If we visually divide this region into the northern (Arctic) and southern 

parts, we can see disproportions: the southern part is the most densely populated, so most 

SONPOs are based there, which makes it difficult to determine the range of activities in the north-

ern part.  

However, despite some difficulties in statistical accounting, we can conclude that the non-

profit sector of the regions included in the Arctic zone takes a fairly active part in the state support 

programs being implemented. Given certain state priorities in the development of the Arctic, it 

can be assumed that interest in social projects will increase in the future. This factor should be 

taken into account when determining quotas for the allocated amounts of funds to support 

SONPOs, not only on the basis of the quality of applications for funding of socially significant initia-

tives, but also to control financial quotas for those areas that are most in demand in a particular 

territory. In addition, it is necessary to introduce zonal assignment of the territory for the imple-

mentation of socially significant SONPO initiatives for a more substantive analysis of the financial 

support of individual NPOs. Such an innovation will make it possible to analyze the real volumes of 

financial support for SONPO projects implemented in the Arctic. 

It is worth noting that the state annually increases the pace and amount of funds allocated 

to support SONPOs. This is proven by reports from federal and regional government bodies, as 

well as the volumes of funding allocated by state funds. To analyze the financial support for the 

non-profit sector in the Arctic regions, we used data from state funds that provide grants on the 

basis of competitive programs [2, Polyakov M.B.]. At the federal level (Fig. 4), we reviewed the da-

ta on financial support for NPOs from the following organizations: the Presidential Grants Fund, 

the Presidential Fund for Cultural Initiatives, and the Russian Culture Fund. 

Analyzing the data obtained, we can conclude that the amount of funds allocated to sup-

port SONPOs is growing, the positive difference between the initial and final years of the study pe-

riod (2017–2023) was 166%. However, it should be noted that the growth of these indicators is 

estimated only in nominal amounts and does not take into account inflation indicators in the re-

porting period, as well as significant changes in individual price indicators for a number of goods 

and services necessary for the implementation of socially significant NPO projects, which occurred 

during the Covid-19 pandemic (2020–2021) and the international sanctions regime (2022–2023). 

In addition, it should be mentioned that the nominal indicators of grant funds allocated to support 

the non-profit sector of the Arctic region also do not currently take into account the difference in 

the levels of development and availability of infrastructure in individual territories, the heteroge-

neity of supply chains and special tax regimes. 
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Fig. 4. Amount of funds allocated to SONPOs within the framework of federal competitive programs in the period 
2017–2023, million rubles

 4,
 
5,

 
6
. 

Having considered the dynamics of the allocated funding within the framework of federal 

competitive programs, the authors analyzed regional programs to support the non-profit sector 

(Fig. 5). Regional competitive programs and the amount of funding allocated to them can also 

serve as an indicator of the interest of regional authorities in the development of the non-profit 

sector and the level of possibility of such support (if funds are available in the regional or local 

budgets). 

 

                                                 
4
 Compiled by the authors on the basis of the analysis of applications of the winners of the competitions: “Presidential 

Grants Fund”: Official Internet portal of the competition of the Presidential Grants Fund for socially oriented non-
profit organizations. URL: https://президентскиегранты.рф/ (accessed 12 February 2024). 
5
 Compiled by the authors on the basis of the analysis of the applications of the winners of the competitions: “Presi-

dential Fund for Cultural Initiatives”: Official Internet portal of the competition of the Presidential Fund for Cultural 
Initiatives for socially oriented non-profit organizations. URL: https://фондкультурныхинициатив.рф/ (accessed 12 
February 2024). 
6
 Compiled by the authors on the basis of the analysis of the applications of the winners of the competitions: “Russian 

Culture Fund”: The Official Internet Portal of the Russian Culture Fund competition for socially oriented non-profit 
organizations. URL: https://konkurs.rcfoundation.ru/ (accessed 12 February 2024). 
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Fig. 5. Amount of funds allocated for the needs of SONPOs within the framework of regional competitive programs in 
the period 2020–2023, rubles 

7
 

The data presented in Fig. 5 allow drawing the following conclusions. The Republic of Kare-

lia turned out to be the leader in terms of financial support, having allocated a total of 280 million 

rubles with a budget of 75 billion rubles. It is followed by the Republic of Sakha (Yakutia) and the 

Komi Republic (233.8 and 182.5 million rubles, respectively). These indicators demonstrate the 

high interest of regional governments in supporting SONPOs with financial resources. The most 

dynamically developing region in this direction is the Yamalo-Nenets Autonomous Okrug, which 

has significantly changed its support indicators over the past two years, providing SONPOs with a 

total of 129 million rubles (it should be noted that the support amount in 2023 was almost 4 times 

higher than in 2022). The lowest indicators of financial support for the non-profit sector were 

demonstrated by the Arkhangelsk Oblast with a budget of 150 billion rubles, and the Krasnoyarsk 

Krai (budget of 344 billion rubles). The Nenets Autonomous Okrug demonstrates a clear down-

ward trend in the amount of funds provided to finance socially significant projects, despite the 

stable number of active SONPOs in the region. Such dynamics can be explained, among other 

things, by a decrease in the number of applications submitted for grant competitions from NPOs 

themselves. 

Analyzing the data presented, it should be noted that financial support for the non-profit 

sector is present at both the federal and regional levels in all regions of the Arctic. However, de-

spite the positive dynamics of financing the activities of socially significant NPO initiatives, regional 

                                                 
7
 Compiled by the authors on the basis of regional competition programs of the Arkhangelsk Oblast, Krasnoyarsk Krai, 

Murmansk Oblast, Nenets Autonomous Okrug, Republic of Karelia, Komi Republic, Republic of Sakha (Yakutia), Chu-
kotka Autonomous Okrug, Yamal-Nenets Autonomous Okrug. 
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authorities should pay special attention to providing information and consulting support to non-

profit organizations for wider awareness of federal and regional programs and competitions for 

financial support. 

The study of issues of support for the non-profit sector is of great scientific and applied in-

terest, as it is important to study the degree of its possible impact on the sustainable development 

of specific territories of the Arctic. 

For this purpose, the authors conducted a comparative analysis of the Sustainable Devel-

opment Goals declared by the United Nations (UN SDGs) and the grant areas of regional competi-

tions and the Presidential Grants Fund. This made it possible to determine the degree of coinci-

dence of the thematic areas of grant competitions for NPOs with the UN SDGs (Fig. 6, Fig. 7, Fig. 8). 

UN SDGs 

Types of activities of 
SONPO in the Federal Law 

on Non-Profit 
Organizations 

Grant Areas for SONPO (in 
the Arctic Regions) 

1. End poverty in all its forms 
everywhere 

1) social services, social support 
and protection of citizens; 8) 

charitable activities, as well as 
activities in the field of 

organization and support of 
charity and volunteering; 

 Social services, social support and 
protection of citizens 

(implemented in all regions) 

2. End hunger, achieve food 
security and improved nutrition, 

and promote sustainable 
agriculture 

- - 

3. Ensure healthy lives and 
promote well-being for all at all 

ages 

9) activities in the field of 
education, enlightenment, 

science, culture, art, health care, 
prevention and protection of 
public health, promotion of a 

healthy lifestyle, improvement of 
the moral and psychological state 

of citizens, physical culture and 
sports and assistance in these 

activities, as well as assistance in 
the spiritual development of the 

individual 

Public health protection, 
promotion of a healthy lifestyle 

(implemented in all regions) 

4. Ensure inclusive and equitable 
quality education and promote 

lifelong learning opportunities for 
all 

9) activities in the field of 
education, enlightenment, 

science, culture, art, health care, 
prevention and protection of 
public health, promotion of a 

healthy lifestyle, improvement of 
the moral and psychological state 

of citizens, physical culture and 
sports and assistance in these 

activities, as well as assistance in 
the spiritual development of the 

individual 

Education and outreach activities 
(implemented in all regions) 
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Fig. 6. The ratio of the UN SDGs and thematic areas of grant competitions 
8
.  

 

                                                 
8
 The table was compiled by the authors on the basis of a comparative analysis between the sustainable development 

goals established by the United Nations and the provisions of Article 31.1 of the Federal Law of 12.01.1996 No. 7-FZ 
“On Non-Profit Organizations” and grant areas of competitive programs for socially oriented non-profit organizations 
within the framework of the conducted study (part 1). 
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6. Ensure availability and 
sustainable management of water 

and sanitation for all 

4) environmental protection and 
animal protection;  

Environmental protection and 
animal protection (implemented in 

all regions) 

UN SDGs 

Types of activities of 
SONPO in the Federal Law 

on Non-Profit 
Organizations 

Grant Areas for SONPO (in 
the Arctic Regions) 

7. Ensure access to affordable, 
reliable, sustainable and modern 

energy for all 
- - 

8. Promote sustained, inclusive 
and sustainable economic growth, 
full and productive employment 

and decent work for all 

15) social and cultural adaptation 
and integration of migrants;  

17) assistance in increasing the 
mobility of labor resources;  

Activities in the field of formation 
and development of labor 
resources (Yamalo-Nenets 

Autonomous Okrug) 
Promoting the development of 

civil society institutions (Republic 
of Sakha (Yakutia)) 

9. Build resilient infrastructure, 
promote inclusive and sustainable 

industrialization and foster 
innovation 

- 

Support for projects aimed at the 
development of territorial public 

self-governments (Republic of 
Sakha (Yakutia)) 

10. Reducing inequalities within 
and between countries 

1) social services, social support 
and protection of citizens; 8) 

charitable activities, as well as 
activities in the field of 

organization and support of 
charity and volunteering; 10) 
formation of intolerance to 
corrupt behavior in society;  

Strengthening interethnic and 
interreligious harmony 

(implemented in all regions) 
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Fig. 7. The ratio of the UN SDGs and thematic areas of grant competitions (part 2). 

 

Fig. 8. The ratio of the UN SDGs and thematic areas of grant competitions (part 3). 

11. Make cities and communities 
inclusive, safe, resilient and 

sustainable 

2) preparation of the population to 
overcome the consequences of 

natural disasters, environmental, 
man-made or other disasters, to 

prevent accidents;  

Participation in the 
implementation of activities in the 

field of fire safety and rescue 
operations (Republic of Karelia) 

12. Ensuring sustainable 
consumption and production 

patterns 
- - 

13. Take urgent action to combat 
climate change and its impacts 

4) environmental protection and 
animal protection;  

Environmental protection and 
animal protection (implemented in 

all regions) 

UN SDGs 

Types of activities of 
SONPO in the Federal Law 

on Non-Profit 
Organizations 

Grant Areas for SONPO (in 
the Arctic Regions) 

14. Conserve and sustainably use 
the oceans, seas and marine 

resources for sustainable 
development 

4) environmental protection and 
animal protection; 5) protection 

and, in accordance with the 
established requirements, 

maintenance of objects (including 
buildings, structures) and 

territories of historical, religious, 
cultural or environmental 

significance, and burial sites;  

Environmental protection and 
animal protection (implemented 

in all regions) 

15. Protect, restore and promote 
sustainable use of terrestrial 

ecosystems, sustainably manage 
forests, combat desertification, 

halt and reverse land degradation 
and halt the loss of biological 

diversity 

 4) environmental protection and 
animal protection; 14) 

participation in the prevention and 
(or) extinguishing of fires and 

carrying out emergency rescue 
operations;  

Environmental protection and 
animal protection (implemented in 

all regions) 

16. Promote peaceful and 
inclusive societies for sustainable 
development, ensure access to 

justice for all and build effective, 
accountable and inclusive 

institutions at all levels 

3) rendering assistance to victims 
of natural disasters, ecological, 
man-made or other disasters, 

social, national, religious conflicts, 
refugees and forced migrants; 6) 
provision of legal assistance on a 
gratuitous or preferential basis to 

citizens and non-profit 
organizations and legal education 

of the population, activities to 
protect human and civil rights 

and freedoms;  

Support for combatants and 
veterans (implemented in all 

regions) 
Assistance in the implementation 

of measures for the revival, 
preservation and free 

development of the national 
culture of Karelians, Vepsians, 

Finns living in the territory of the 
Republic of Karelia (Republic of 

Karelia) 

17. Strengthening the means of 
achieving sustainable 

development and revitalizing the 
global partnership for sustainable 

development 

11) development of interethnic 
cooperation, preservation and 

protection of the identity, culture, 
languages and traditions of the 

peoples of the Russian Federation;  

Development of public diplomacy 
and support for compatriots 

(Presidential Grants Foundation) 
Strengthening interethnic and 

interreligious harmony 
(implemented in all regions) 

Preservation of historical memory 
(implemented in all regions) 
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According to the data presented in Fig. 6, 7, 8, most grant areas coincide with the UN SDGs, 

which confirms the hypothesis that financial support for the non-profit sector can be one of the 

essential conditions for supporting the sustainable development of the regions of the Arctic zone 

of the Russian Federation, and federal and regional government bodies, in turn, can influence the 

financing of socially significant NPO initiatives in accordance with the priority development areas 

of each specific territory. This once again emphasizes that at present the non-profit sector and 

public initiatives are an integral part of the sustainable development of both a separate region and 

the state as a whole, and financial support is a primary factor for the favorable work of SONPOs.  

However, it should also be especially noted that it is necessary to develop and implement 

individual methodological approaches to assessing the results of SONPO activities in the Arctic 

zone of the Russian Federation based on the results of implemented grant initiatives. The meth-

odology for independent assessment of the quality of conditions for the provision of services by 

state and municipal institutions can be introduced as a basis for assessing the quality of services 

provided by SONPOs 9. Such an assessment is carried out both by independent experts and directly 

by consumers of services.  

Conclusions 

Summarizing the results of the conducted research, the following main conclusions can be 

made. 

1. The dynamics of changes in the number of SONPOs in individual regions can serve only 

as an indirect indicator of the development of the non-profit sector in a specific territory, since the 

Rosstat and the Ministry of Justice of Russia record only the fact of state registration of a legal en-

tity, and not the real socially significant activities of NPOs. 

2. The analysis of the number of applications submitted from individual regions can be con-

sidered only as reference information for making management decisions on supporting SONPOs in 

individual territories, and not as analytical information aimed at comparing the activity of the non-

profit sector. This conclusion is based on the thesis about the heterogeneity of the socio-economic 

development of the Arctic regions. 

3. Despite some difficulties in statistical accounting, we can generally conclude that the 

non-profit sector in the Arctic regions is quite active in the state support programs being imple-

mented. Considering certain state priorities in the field of Arctic development, interest in social 

projects will increase. This factor should be taken into account when determining quotas for the 

volume of funds to support SONPOs, not only based on the quality of applications submitted for 

funding socially significant initiatives, but also by monitoring financial quotas for those areas that 

are most in demand in a particular territory. 

                                                 
9
 Official website for posting information on state (municipal) institutions URL: https://bus.gov.ru/ (accessed 05 Au-

gust 2024) 
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4. It is necessary to introduce zonal assignment of the territory for the implementation of 

socially significant initiatives for a more substantive analysis of financial support for individual 

NPOs. Such an innovation will allow analyzing the actual volumes of financial support for SONPO 

projects implemented specifically in the Arctic. 

5. Despite the positive dynamics of funding for the activities of socially significant SONPO 

initiatives, regional authorities should pay special attention to providing information and consult-

ing support to non-profit organizations for broader awareness of federal and regional programs 

and competitions for financial support.  

6. Most grant areas coincide with the UN Sustainable Development Goals, which confirms 

the hypothesis that financial support for the non-profit sector is one of the necessary conditions 

for the sustainable development of the regions of the Arctic zone of the Russian Federation, and 

federal and regional government bodies can influence the financing of socially significant NPO ini-

tiatives in accordance with the priority development areas of each specific territory.  

7. It is necessary to develop and implement separate methodological approaches to as-

sessing the results of SONPO activities in the Arctic zone of the Russian Federation based on the 

results of implemented grant initiatives. The methodology for independent assessment of the 

quality of conditions for the provision of services by state and municipal institutions can be intro-

duced as a basis for assessing the quality of services provided by SONPOs. 

References 

1. Volkov O.V., Lapenko M.V. The Significance of the Third Sectorfor the Development of the Arctic 
Region. Arctic 2035: Current Issues, Problems, Solutions, 2022, no. 2 (10), pp. 84–91. DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.51823/74670_2022_2_84 

2. Polyakov M.B., Alekseeva I.I., Bikmanova A.K., et al. State Policy in the Field of Support and Devel-
opment of Socially Oriented Non-Profit Organizations. Moscow, Znanie-M Publ., 2023, 178 p. (In 
Russ.) 

3. Pilyasov A.N., Kotov A.V. Russian Arctic-2035: Multi-Scale Forecast. Economy of Regions, 2024, vol. 
20, no. 2, pp. 369–394. DOI: https://doi.org/10.17059/ekon.reg.2024-2-3 

4. Zamyatina N.Yu., Pilyasov A.N. Regional Consulting: An Invitation to Creativity. Experience in the De-
velopment of Strategic Planning Documents at the Regional and Municipal Levels. Saint Petersburg, 
Mamatov Publ., 2017, 196 p. (In Russ.) 

5. Pitukhina M.A., Belykh A.D. Prospects for the Development of Single-Industry Towns in the Russian 
Arctic. Population, 2022, vol. 25, no. 4, pp. 189–200. DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.19181/population.2022.25.4.16 

6. Kazanin A.G. Analysis of Human Resources and Productivity of the Russian Science on the Arctic and 
Science in the Arctic in the Light of Modern Challenges. Intellect. Innovations. Investments, 2019, 
no. 8. DOI: https://doi.org/10.25198/2077-7175-2019-8-44  

7. Zvorykina Yu.V., Pavlova O.A. Research Projects for the Arctic Sustainable Development. Scientific 
Works of the Free Economic Society of Russia, 2022, no. 1, pp. 133–146. DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.38197/2072-2060-2022-233-1-133-146 

8. Romasheva N.V., Babenko M.A., Nikolaichuk L.A. Sustainable Development of the Russian Arctic Re-
gion: Environmental Problems and Ways to Solve Them. Mining Informational and Analytical Bulle-
tin, 2022, no. 10–2, pp. 78–87. DOI: https://doi.org/10.25018/0236_1493_2022_102_0_78 

9. Singh H.R., Rahman S.A. An Approach for Environmental Education by Non-Governmental Organiza-
tions (NGOs) in Biodiversity Conservation. Procedia — Social and Behavioral Sciences, 2012, vol. 42, 
pp. 144–152. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sbspro.2012.04.175 



 

Arctic and North. 2025. No. 59 

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
Ilya A. Bugakov, Yuliya V. Zvorykina, Olga M. Pisareva, Mikhail B. Polyakov 

37 

10. Park H., Lee H., Cho H.S. Perceptions of Korean NGOs for Education and Educational Development 
Projects. International Journal of Educational Development, 2015, vol. 45, pp. 31–41. DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijedudev.2015.07.007 

11. Lu Y., Wang Y., Zhang L. System Dynamic Modeling of the NGO Post-Disaster Relief Contribution in 
the 2021 Henan Flood in China. International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction, 2023, vol. 89, art. 
103626. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdrr.2023.103626  

12. Park E.-S., Yoon D.K. The Value of NGOs in Disaster Management and Governance in South Korea 
and Japan. International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction, 2022, vol. 69, art. 102739. DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdrr.2021.102739 

13. Morgan J. Participation, Empowerment and Capacity Building: Exploring Young People's Perspec-
tives on the Services Provided to Them by a Grassroots NGO in Sub-Saharan Africa. Children and 
Youth Services Review, 2016, vol. 65, pp. 175–182. DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2016.04.012 

14. Harada K., Habib M., Sakata Y., Maryudi A. The Role of NGOs in Recognition and Sustainable 
Maintenance of Customary Forests within Indigenous Communities: The Case of Kerinci, Indonesia. 
Land Use Policy, 2022, vol. 113, art. 105865. DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2021.105865 

15. Jia-nan C. Contributions of Environmental NGO to Environmental Education in China. IERI Procedia, 
2012, vol. 2, pp. 901–906. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ieri.2012.06.189 

16. Elkahlout G., Milton S., Yaseen T., Raweh E. Localisation of Humanitarian Action in War-Torn Coun-
tries: The Experience of Local NGOs in Yemen. International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction, 
2022, vol. 75, art. 102921. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdrr.2022.102921 

17. Pursch B., Tate A., Legido-Quigley H., Howard N. Health for All? A Qualitative Study of NGO Support 
to Migrants Affected by Structural Violence in Northern France. Social Science & Medicine, 2020, 
vol. 248, Art. 112838. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2020.112838 

18. Gupta D., Lele S., Sahu G. Promoting a Responsive State: The Role of NGOs in Decentralized Forest 
Governance in India. Forest Policy and Economics, 2020, vol. 111, art. 102066. DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.forpol.2019.102066  

19. Foo K. Examining the Role of NGOs in Urban Environmental Governance. Cities, 2018, vol. 77, pp. 
67–72. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cities.2018.01.002 

20. Smith D.J. AIDS NGOS and Corruption in Nigeria. Health & Place, 2012, vol. 18, iss. 3, pp. 475–480. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.healthplace.2011.11.002 

21. Kornatowski G. Partnerships and Governance: Struggle, Cooperation, and the Role of NGOs in Wel-
fare Delivery for the Homeless in Hong Kong. City, Culture and Society, 2010, vol. 1, iss. 3, pp. 155–
164. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ccs.2010.10.006 

The article was submitted 23.07.2024; approved after reviewing 01.08.2024;  
accepted for publication 19.08.2024 

Contribution of the authors: the authors contributed equally to this article 

The authors declare no conflicts of interests 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ccs.2010.10.006

